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Tehnical Information



Logline

RIA is a 22-year-old  musician  who grew up at Vachel’s Cave, an artist space and punk 
commune owned by OLGA, a 52-year-old woman with a huge wound on her leg caused by 
diabetes. Since her childhood, Ria has been living in Vachel’s Cave together with OLGA’s son, 
JIN. Surrounded by hunger and oppression, Ria takes part in mutual aid events where she 
plays along with a folk-punk band. However, despite performing onstage, Ria remains timid. 
Due to the financial trouble caused by OLGA’s illness, the punks of Vachel’s Cave face the 
threat of eviction. To help solve the problems of her commune, Ria works at Rayon Hotel 
as a housekeeper in the day and porn shoot assistant at night — providing for the family 
she knows while making ends meet for herself. This becomes a life-changing struggle for 
Ria, as she traverses back and forth from her punk community, where she is in her truest 
element, to the pornography world, where she is a tool catering to the male appetite. 
However, as OLGA’s condition worsens and as intimidation from authorities closes in on Vachel’s 
Cave, Ria subjects herself to harder labor and is forced to become a porn actress herself just 
to help them survive. Before long, the community comes to ruin as they fall victim to senseless 
killings within the halls of Rayon Hotel. As RIA nurses grief, she learns to radicalize her anger and 
lead Vachel’s Cave into taking a stand against the violence surrounding them.



Director’s Profile

Born in Masbate, Philippines, Arvin Belarmino is a Filipino filmmaker who was raised 
both in provincial Cavite and the urban capital of Manila. Arvin first pitched the 
film project at the Southeast Asian Project Pitch (SEAPITCH) before joining Talents 
Tokyo 2021, where he won the Special Mention Award. He was then selected for the 
2022 Festival de Cannes Cinéfondation Residency. It was during the pitch sessions 
at the 2022 Cannes Film Festival that he won the Centre National du Cinema (CNC) 
Pitch Award. He also attended the Locarno Filmmakers Academy to further develop 
his skills as a director. He is also an alumnus of the Produire Au Sud Nantes 2022 
workshop for the same project.



Director’s Statement

The punk scene has been alive in the Philippines since the late 1970s. It is a community that I have long been part of, and it is not just about 
music, as many people misconstrue. Punk is a movement that centers on solidarity and resistance; represented by art, raw expression, and 
mutual aid. We hold events and activities, such as free markets and Food Not Bombs, which is our own way of addressing the insufficiency 
of food and basic needs for the marginalized. It is a radical response to our country’s inequities that persists to this very day. Through the 
Filipino punk community, I met Pong Spotanyo, a brilliant graffiti artist. We both agreed that it is high time for a film to be made about the 
punk subculture of the Philippines, and so we decided to start it together. Inspired by the strength of the women in our lives, by my mother 
who raised me in the chaotic streets of Quiapo and Pong’s mother who helped him battle Hypokalemia, we decided to depict the subculture 
through the eyes of a woman — and her name is Ria. Unfortunately, Pong succumbed to his illness during the pandemic. So, I took it upon 
myself to continue what we began. Pong fell victim to the failed medical system, which led to his death. It is a life that many Filipinos are 
familiar with, an experience that drives anyone towards defiance. As a Filipina punk woman, Ria lives a life of resistance against a violent 
system that pushes the underprivileged down to the brink of survival. While pursuing her art, she works as a cleaning lady, a porn assistant – 
and soon, a porn actress – just to provide for her commune’s needs. Like the women in our lives, Ria represents those who had to fight their 
way through oppression and social injustice. In a system full of corruption and impunity — punk has no gender, emotions have no gender, 

and resistance has no gender. 

Anyone can be a punk.



Sitio Rosaryo
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is based on the true story of Sitio San Roque, located in the urban jungle of Quezon City, Philippines. 
It has been a decade-long resistance of residences against forced eviction by the government to make 
way for the establishment of a new commercial business district.

Locations



Vachel’s Cave
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an artist space and punk commune standing in the midst of Sitio Rosaryo.

Locations



Rayon Hotel
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The look of the place is contrasting to the gritty, punk environment of Ria; giving comparison with the 
two different worlds of Ria.

Locations



Visual & Style
The film will be a drama, and the visuals will be in realism with the characters. Viewers will experience the grit from locations to 
the characters so they can feel the subculture of punks and their energy in an authentic and immersive cinematic experience. 
Grit means passion and perseverance and it is evident and always present in each punk-- its passion for making a statement 

for resistance and being an anticonformist; displaying visually loud appearances shows that we are against the unjust 
government system.



• Follow-action to all intense scenes
• Wide shot in showing the communities (Vachel’s and Rayon) so that viewers see the bigger
picture of the look of the environment, and emphasizing what is wrong with it.
• Still shots for calm scenes–to capture emotions, peace, and nuances. It would serve as a break
from the chaos.
• RIA’s POV (camera angle is eye-level) to show scenarios where she sees other people as equal
to her.
• Ending with follow-action to capture the intensity of RIA’s emotions, showing external chaos
and internal peace (contrast to opening scene, internal chaos, external peace)





The story is community-driven but through RIA 
every aspect of the said community is tied up and 
highlighted accordingly.

In Filming Pornography

It is significant to focus on and highlight the nuances 
in RIA and LILY’s reactions to make the audience 
empathize more with them and see their tragedy in 
the situation rather than feeling sexually stimulated 
or excited by what is happening on the scene.

It is more about making the audience angry and 
disgusted with the system.



Emphasis is given to what goes on behind the scenes of every porn shoot; the grittiness,
The struggles;
The sweat,
The cuts,
The imperfections, the things normal to them that ordinary people would find awful.



COLOR
It is significant to highlight the skin tone to  give stress on the physical rawness of the characters and 

clearly see the flaws of their features that makes them human.



MUSIC
The Wuds - Nakalimutan ang Diyos


